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U.S. opioid lawsuits on verge of settlements with 4 companies 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL 

Associated Press 

The yearslong effort by state and local governments in 
the U.S. to force the pharmaceutical industry to helo pay 
to fix a nationwide opioid addiction and overdose crisis 
took a major step forward Tuesday when lawyers for local 
governments announced they were on the verge of a 
$26 billion settlement with the nation's three biggest drug 
distribution Companies and the drugmaker Johnson & 
Johnson. 

Under the deal, Jonnson & Johnson would not produce 
any opioids for at least a decade. And AmerisourceBer- 
gen, Cardinal Health and McKesson share prescribing 
information under a new system intended to stop the 
avalanches of pills that arrived in some regions about a 
decade ago. 

Lawyers for local governments said full details could be 
shared within days. That would not be the end of the deal 
though; each state would have 30 days to decide wheth- 
er to join. And local governments will have five months 
after that to decide. If governments don't opt in, the set- 
tlement total would go down. 

‘This is GQ nationwide crisis and if could have been and 
should have been addressed perhaps by other branch- 
es of government,’ Paul Geller, one of the lead lawyers 
representing local governments across the U.S., said in a 
conference call with reporters Tuesday. "But this really ts 
an example of the use of litigation for fixing a national 
oroblem.” 





Continu8ed on Page 2 This Aug. 29, 2018, file photo shows an arrangement of Oxycodone pills in New York. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. opioid lawsuits on verge of settlements with 4 companies 


Continued from Front 


If approved, the settle- 
ment will likely be the big- 
gest of many settlements 
to opioid litigation. While it 
means billions for lawyers 
who worked the cases, it 
is expected to bring more 
than $23 billion to abate- 
ment and mitigation efforts 
to helo get treatment for 
people who are addicted 
along with other programs 
to address the crisis. The 
money would come in 18 
annual payments, with the 
biggest amounts in the next 
several years. 

The deal echoes one the 
companies have’ been 
pushing, sometimes in pub- 
lic, for two years. 

Johnson & Johnson reiter- 
ated in a statement that it's 
prepared to contribute up 
to $5 billion to the national 
settlement. 

‘There continues to be 
progress toward _ finaliz- 
ing this agreement and 
we remain committed to 
providing certainty for in- 
volved parties and critical 
assistance for families and 
communities in need," the 
company said. "The settle- 
ment is not an admission of 
liability or wrongdoing, and 
the Company will continue 
to defend against any liti- 
gation that the final agree- 
ment does not resolve." 

But Cardinal Health de- 
clined to comment early 
Tuesday, and the other 
distribution Companies did 
not resoond to requests for 
comment. 

An Associated Press tally 
finds there have been at 
least $40 billion in com- 
oleted or proposed settle- 
ments, penalties and fines 
between governments 
and the toll of opioids since 
2007, not including one be- 
tween the federal govern- 
ment and OxyContin mak- 
er Purdue Pharma in which 
most of the $8.3 billion 





Nassau County Executive Laura Curran, right, speaks at a news conference to discuss a settlement 
in an opioid trial, Tuesday, July 20, 2021, in Central Islip, N.Y. 


would be waived. Purdue 
is trying to reach a deal 
through bankruptcy court 
that could be worth $10 bil- 
lion over time; a hearing on 
that plan is scheduled for 
August. 

Other deals are possible. 
While a growing number 
of companies in the indus- 
try have struck deals, some 
manufacturers have not 
— and no pharmacy com- 
panies have struck nation- 
wide settlements. 

But the total amount in the 
settlements is far below esti- 
mates of the financial costs 
of the epidemic. The Soci- 
ety of Actuaries found that 
the cost of the crisis in the 
U.S. was $630 billion from 
2015 through 2018, with 
most of the costs borne 
by the private sector. And 
the White House Council of 
Economic Advisers, when 
considering the economic 
impact of people who fa- 
tally overdosed, put the 
one-year cost at about 
$500 billion nationally. 
Unlike with the tobacco 
settlements reached in the 
1990s, governments have 


agreed to spend money 
they bring in from opioid- 
related settlements to deal 
with the opioid crisis. 

IN a joint statement, the 
attorneys general for Con- 
necticut, Delaware, Florida, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
New York, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and 
Tennessee said the settle- 
ment talks with the four 
companies are "potentially 
nearing their completion,” 
and that, "we look forward 
to bringing much-needed 
dollars home to our states 
to helo people recover 
from opioid addiction and 
to fundamentally change 
the opioid manufactur- 
ing and distributing indus- 
tries so this never happens 
again." 

But they still have choices 
ahead on exactly how 


they do It. 
‘Is if a nice chunk of 
change?’ asked = Ryan 


Hampton, who is in recov- 
ery from an opioid addic- 
tion and is a Las Vegas- 
based advocate for policy 
to address the overdose 
crisis. "Sure If is. Will it go to 


Associated Press 


where it needs to go? The 
jury's still out on that." 

Even before the settlement 
plan was unveiled Tuesday, 
Qa group of public health 
advocates and experts be- 
gan calling for any settle- 
ment money to be spent to 
address the opioid crisis. 
"It's money that can do a 
lot of good if It's Used well,” 
said Joshua Sharfstein, a 
vice dean at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School 
of Public Health, who is 
spearheading the effort. 
"It's really important to use it 
well fo save lives because 
it's coming at the peak of 
the overdose epidemic.’ 


Private lawyers on the 
Plaintiffs’ Executive Com- 
mittee representing — lo- 


cal governments in opioid 
lawsuits across the country 
announced some. details 
of the settlement Tuesday 
even before it was com- 
pleted. The decision to do 
sO was partly because the 
state of New York reached 
a settlement Tuesday with 
the three big distribution 
companies amid a. trial 
playing out in a state court 


on Long Island. 

New York's deal, worth 
more than $1 billion, rep- 
resents the share of the 
national deal it will receive 
from distributors if the na- 
tional deal is finalized. New 
York also reached a similar 
deal last month with John- 
son & Johnson worth $230 
million. 

"Today, we're holding them 
accountable delivering 
more than $1 billion more 
into New York communi- 
ties ravaged by opioids for 
treatment, recovery, and 
orevention = efforts," New 
York Attorney General Leti- 
tia James said in a state- 
ment Tuesday. 

The trial is expected to con- 
tinue, but the settlement 
leaves only three drug 
manufacturers as defend- 
ants. 

Other manufacturers, re- 
gional distribution Compa- 
nies and pharmacies will 
remain in the New York and 
other cases for now. Clos- 
ing arguments in a West 
Virginia trial against the dis- 
tributors are expected to 
proceed as scheduled next 
week. The attorney general 
there, Patrick Morrisey, said 
the state would probably 
not agree to the terms. 

The state and local gov- 
ernments say distribution 
companies did not have 
proper controls to flag or 
halt shioments to pharma- 
cies that received outsized 
shares of powerful and ad- 
dictive prescription painkill- 
ers. The Companies have 
maintained they were fill- 
ing orders of legal drugs 
placed by doctors — so 
they should not shoulder 
blame for the nation's ad- 
diction and overdose crisis. 
An Associated Press analy- 
sis of federal distribution 
data found that enough 
prescription opioids were 
shipped in 2012 for every 
person in the U.S. to have a 
20-day supply.L) 
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Big infrastructure bill in peril; GOP threatens filibuster 


By LISA MASCARO 

and KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The bipartisan — infrastruc- 
ture deal senators bro- 
kered with President Joe 
Biden is hanging precari- 
ously ahead of a crucial 
Wednesday test vote as 
senators struggle over how 
to pay for nearly $1 trillion in 
public works soending. 
Tensions were rising Tues- 
day as Republicans pre- 
pared to mount a filibuster 
over what they see as a 
rushed and misguided pro- 
cess. With Biden preparing 
to hit the road to rally sup- 
port for his big infrastruc- 
ture ideas — _ including 
some $3.5 trillion in a follow 
Up bill — restless Democrats 
say it’s time to at least start 
debate on this first phase 
of his proposals. 

“It is not a fish or cut bait 
moment,” said Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Chuck Schum- 
er, D-N.Y., describing the 
orocedural vote as just a 
first steo to “get the ball 
rolling” as bipartisan talks 
Orogress. 

Six months after Biden took 
office, his signature “Build 
Back Better’ campaign 
promise Is at a key moment 
that will test the presidency 
and his hopes for a new 
era of bipartisan Coopera- 
tion in Washington. 

White House aides and the 
bipartisan group of sena- 
tors have huddled private- 
ly since Sunday trying to 
wrap up the deal, which 
would be a first phase of 
an eventual $4 trillion-plus 
package of domestic out- 
lays — not just for roads 
and bridges, but founda- 
tions of everyday life in- 
cluding child care, family 
tax breaks, education and 
an expansion of Medicare 
for seniors. 

Biden calls it a “blue-collar 
blueprint for building an 
American economy back.” 
He asserted Tuesday that 
Americans are overwhelm- 
ingly in support of his plan 
and “that’s the part that a 
lot of our friends on the oth- 
er team kind of miss.” 

The other team begs to dif- 
fer. 

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell and some 
outside groups decry what 





they call Biden's “spending 
spree,” and McConnell has 
said big spending is “the 
last thing American families 
need.” 

A core group of Republi- 
cans are interested in pur- 
sUINg A More Modest pack- 
age of traditional highway 
and public works projects, 
about $600 billion in new 
funds, and say they just 
need more time to negoti- 
ate with the White House. 
Biden has been in touch 
with both Democrats and 
Republicans for several 
days, and his outreach will 
continue “until he has both 
pieces of legislation on his 
desk fo sign them into law,” 
White House Press Secre- 
tary Jen Psaki said Tuesday. 
While Biden proposes pay- 
ing for his proposals with 
qa tax hike on corpora- 
tions and wealthy Ameri- 
cans who earn more than 
$400,000 a year, the bi- 
partisan group has been 
working almost around the 
clock to figure out a com- 
promise way to pay for Its 
package, having dashed 
ideas for boosting the gas 
tax drivers pay at the pump 
or strengthening the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service to go 
after tax scofflaws. 

Instead, senators in the bi- 
partisan group are consid- 
ering rolling back a Trump- 
era rule on pharmaceuti- 
cal rebates that could 
bring in some $170 billion to 
be used for infrastructure. 
Ten Republicans would 
be needed in the evenly 
split Senate to join all 50 
Democrats in reaching the 
60-vote threshold required 
to advance the bill past a 
filibuster to formal consider- 
ation. 
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The U.S. Capitol i is seen in Washington, Tuesday, July 20, 2021. 
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Republicans are reluctant 
to open debate as the bi- 
partisan bill remains a work 
IN progress. 

At a private lunch meeting 
Tuesday, McConnell and 
others urged Republican 
senators to vote no, ac- 


cording to a person grant- 
ed anonymity to discuss 
the session. 

“We're not going to vote 
to proceed to a bill that 
doesn’t exist yet,” Sen. Roy 
Blunt of Missouri said after- 
ward. 

some senators want to de- 
lay the vote to Monday. 
“We're making progress, 
but we need more time,” 
said Sen. Susan Collins, R- 
Maine, one of the members 
of the bipartisan group. 

By setting the vote now, 
Schumer Is trying to nudge 
negotiations along, a strat- 
egy both parties have used 
before. If it fails Wednesday 
he can set another vote to 
oroceed to the bill later. 
Many Republicans are 
wary of moving ahead with 
the first, relatively slim pack- 
age, fearing it will pave the 


way for the broader $3.5 
trillion effort Democrats are 
oreparing to pass on their 
own under special budget 
rules that only require 51 
votes. Vice President Ka- 
mala Harris can break a Tie. 
Meanwhile, House Speadk- 
er Nancy Pelosi has been 
working to keep restless 
Democrats in her chamber 
in line, as rank-and-file law- 
makers grow impatient with 
the sluggish Senate pace. 
Liberal Democrats, in par- 
ticular, are eager to make 
gains on Biden’s priorities 
— with or without Republi- 
cans. 

“Time's a wasting, | want 
to get this work done,” 
Reo. Pramila Jayapal, D- 
Wash., the chairwoman of 
the Congressional Progres- 
sive Caucus, told reporters 
Tuesday.L] 
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Trump inaugural committee head accused of being UAE agent 


By BRIAN MELLEY and LAR- 
RY NEUMEISTER 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 
chair of former President 
Donald Trump's 2017 inau- 
gural committee was ar- 
rested Tuesday on charges 
alleging he conspired to 
influence Trump's foreign 
policy positions to benefit 
the United Arab Emirates 
and commit crimes striking 
at what prosecutors de- 
scribed as “the very heart 
of our democracy.” 

Tom Barrack, 74, of Santa 
Monica, California, was 
among three men charged 
in federal court in Brooklyn, 
New York, with conspiring 
to act as an unregistered 
foreign agent as they tried 
to influence foreign policy 
while Trump was running in 
2016 and later while he was 


president. 
Besides conspiracy, Bar- 
rack was charged with 


obstruction of justice and 
making multiple — false 
statements during a June 
2019 interview with federal 
agents. Also charged in a 
seven-count indictment 
were Matthew Grimes, 27, 
of Aspen, Colorado, and 
Rashid al Malik, 43, of the 
United Arab Emirates. 

“The defendants repeated- 
ly capitalized on Barrack’s 
friendships and access to a 
candidate who was even- 
tually elected President, 
high-ranking campaign 
and government officials, 


oad 


In a Sept. 4, 2015 file photo, Richard Wershe Jr. sits in a 





This photo from Thursday Jan. 19, 2017, shows Inaugural Committee chairman Tom Barrack speaks 
at a pre-Inaugural “Make America Great Again! Welcome Celebration” at the Lincoln Memorial 


in Washington. 


and the American me- 
dia to advance the policy 
goals of a foreign govern- 
ment without disclosing 
their true allegiances,” Act- 
ing Assistant Attorney Gen- 
eral Mark Lesko said in a 
release. 

Prosecutors said Barrack 
not only agreed to pro- 
mote UAE foreign policy 
interests through his unique 
access and influence, but 
also provided UAE govern- 
ment officials with sensitive 
information about devel- 
opments within the Trump 
administration including 


how senior U.S. officials felt 
about the Qatari blockade 
conducted by the UAE and 
other Middle Eastern coun- 





courtroom at Frank Murphy Hall of Justice in Detroit. 


DETROIT (AP) — A Detroit- 
area man whose decades 
iN prison for drug dealing 
and work as an informant 
inspired the movie “White 
Boy Rick” filed a lawsuit 


Associated Press 


Tuesday seeking $100 mil- 
lion, claiming he was co- 
erced into assisting police 
while just a helpless teen- 
ager. 


Richard Wershe Jr., 52, 


tries. 

“Worse, In his cCommunica- 
tions with Al Malik, the de- 
fendant framed his efforts 
to obtain an official position 
within the Administration 
as one that would enable 
him to further advance the 
interests of the UAE, rather 
than the interests of the 
United States,” prosecutors 
wrote in a letter seeking his 
detention. 

Authorities said Barrack 
served as an informal ad- 
viser to Trump's Campaign 
from April 2016 to No- 
vember 2016 and chair of 
the Presidential Inaugural 
Committee from Novem- 
ber 2016 to January 2017. 
Beginning in January 2017, 


Associated Press 


he informally advised senior 
U.S. government officials on 
Middle East foreign policy, 


they added. 

Authorities cited several 
specific instances when 
Barrack or others alleg- 


edly sought to influence 
U.S. policies, noting that, in 
May 2016, Barrack inserted 
language praising the UAE 
into a campaign speech 
Trump delivered about U.S. 
energy policy and emailed 
an advance draft of the 
soeech to be delivered to 
senior UAE officials. 

“Similarly, throughout 2016 
and 2017, the defendants 
sought and received di- 
rection and feedback, in- 
cluding talking points, from 


senior UAE officials in con- 
nection with national press 
appearances Barrack used 
to promote the interests of 
the UAE,” authorities said in 
a statement. 

They said that after one 
appearance in which Bar- 
rack repeatedly praised 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Barrack emailed al Malik, 
saying: “| nailed it... for the 
home team,” referring to 
the UAE. 

Phone and email messages 
sent to the UAE Embassy in 
Washington were not im- 
mediately returned. 
Barrack will plead not guilty, 
according to a spokesper- 
son. 

“Mr. Barrack has made 
himself voluntarily available 
to investigators from the 
outset,” the spokesperson 
said. 

Grimes also was arrested 
Tuesday in Southern Call- 
fornia. A message seeking 
comment was sent to his 
attorney. 

Bill Coffield, an attorney 
for al Malik who was not 
in custody Tuesday — said 
his client had cooperated 
extensively with the office 
of special counsel Robert 
Mueller and that there was 
“nothing new here.” He 
said that al Malik had sim- 
ply tried to foster a good 
relationshio between the 
country where he was born 
“and the country in which 
he lives and works, both of 
which he loves.” L] 


‘White Boy Rick’ movie's inspiration 
sues police for $100M 


served roughly 30 years 
IN prison in Michigan be- 
fore his release in 2017, 
folowed by a few more 
years in a Florida prison for 
an unrelated crime. 
Wershe’'s lawsuit in feder- 
al court in Detroit alleges 
that his troubles in the 
1980s were related to the 
oressures of pleasing local 
police and federal agents 
who used him as an infor- 
mant, repeatedly sent him 
into drug dens and aban- 
doned him when he got in 
legal trouble. 

“The justice system hasn't 
been fair to me over the 


last 33 years,” Wershe said. 
“This needed to be done. 
The truth absolutely neead- 
ed to be told. ... Everything 
that we say will be backed 
Up by documents and FBI 
agents.” 

Wershe’s life was the basis 
of the 2018 film “White Boy 
Rick,” starring Matthew 
McConaughey and Richie 
Merritt. The title referred to 
Wershe’s nickname in his 
younger days, a nickname 
he dislikes. 

His attorney, Nabih Ayad, 
acknowledged that De- 
troit and others named in 
the lawsuit will likely argue 


that 
tional claims are too old to 


Wershe’s constitu- 
SiMe iereourl: 

“This is GQ Unique case. ... 
Our Constitution, our jus- 


tice system, and God- 
given right to all humanity 
calls on this court to finally 


bring justice to a man 


whose life has been taken 
from him at the tender 
age of 14 all the way up to 
51 years of age,” the law- 
suit states. 


Detroit police sookesman 
Rudy Harper declined to 


comment, saying the de- 


partment hasn't seen the 


lawsuit.L} 
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By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — US. cli- 
mate envoy John Kerry 
called on China to join 
America in urgently cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and described the interna- 
tional alliances that rebuilt 
Europe after World War Il as 
a model for fighting against 
climate change. 

Kerry challenged global 
leaders to accelerate the 
actions needed to curb ris- 
ing temperatures and pull 
the world back from the 
edge of the abyss. “Allies, 
partners, Competitors and 
even adversaries” must 
work together, he said dur- 
iINg a soeech at London's 
Kew Gardens, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site where 
scientists are working to 
protect plants from global 
warming. 

“The climate crisis is the test 
of our own times, and while 
it may be unfolding in slow 
motion, to some, this test is 
as acute and as existential 
as any previous one,” Kerry 
said. “Time is running out.” 
Kerry described the next 
decade as decisive, say- 
iINg countries around the 
world must soeed up ef- 
forts to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions if they are to 
meet their commitment to 


France probes use of NSO 


PARIS (AP) — The cell- 
ohones of French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 15 
members of the French 
government may have 
been among potential tar- 
gets in 2019 of surveillance 
by soyware made by the 
Israel-based NSO Group, 
according to a newspaper 
report Tuesday. 

The report by Le Monde 
follows an announcement 
by the Paris prosecutor's 
office that It is investigating 
the susoected widespread 
use of NSO’s Pegasus spy- 
ware to target journalists, 
human rights activists and 
politicians in multiple coun- 
tries. 

Le Monde Is part of a glob- 
al media consortium that 
identified the targets from 
a leaked list of more than 
50,000 cellohone numbers 
obtained by the Paris- 


U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for 
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Climate envoy says US, China must end world’s ‘suicide pact’ 


Climate John Kerry delivers a policy speech in the Nash 





Conservatory at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, in west, London, on a hot sunny day, Tuesday, 


July 20, 2021 


limit temperature increases 
to no more than 1.5 de- 
grees Celsius over pre-in- 
dustrial levels. 

While many countries have 
pledged to eliminate net 
carbon emissions by 2050, 
the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change 
says emissions must be cut 
by at least 40% by the end 
of the decade to keep 
temperatures in check. 
Organizers of the next Unit- 
ed Nations climate summit 


based journalism nonprofit 
Forbidden Stories and the 
human rights group Am- 
nesty International and 
shared with 16 news or- 
ganizations which began 
oOublishing their findings on 
Sunday. 

That same day, Amnesty 
released a forensic analy- 
sis of the alleged targeting 
that showed Amazon Web 
Services was hosting NSO 
infrastructure. In response, 
Amazon said it shut down 
NSO accounts that were 
“confirmed to be support- 
ing the reported hacking 
activity... Amazon — said 
they had violated its terms 
of use. 

Another U.S. company 
identified by Amnesty as 
hosting NSO servers was 
DigitalOcean. When con- 
tacted by The Associated 
Press, DigitalOcean  nel- 


are calling the November 
event in Glasgow, Scot- 
land “the world’s last best 
chance to get runaway cli- 
mate change under con- 
trol.” 

The primary goal of the 
meeting, known as COP26, 
is for countries to set “ambi- 
tious” targets for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030. 

To meet these targets, 
countries need to phase 
out the use of coal, reduce 


Associated Press 
deforestation, accelerate 
the shift to electric vehicles 
and encourage investment 
In renewable energy, ac- 
cording to the conference 
organizers. China, the Unit- 
ed States and India are the 
world’s biggest emitters of 
greenhouse gases, mean- 
ing efforts to control cli- 
mate change are likely to 
fail unless all three lead the 
way in slashing emissions. 
Kerry referred to the often 
tense relationship between 


the U.S. and China but 
said the future depended 
on their cooperation. Both 
countries also need to raise 
their ambitions, he said. 

“It is not a mystery that 
China and the U.S. have 
many differences. But on 
climate, cooperation is the 
only way to break free from 
the world’s current mutual 
suicide pact,’ he said. 
“President Biden and Presi- 
dent Xi have both stated 
unequivocally that each 
will cooperate on climate 
despite other consequen- 
tial differences. America 
needs China to succeed 
in slashing emissions. China 
needs America to do the 
same.’ 

China’s output of climate- 
wrecking pollution surged 
in the last decade as its 
economy boomed, espe- 
cially as it kept operating, 
building and _— financing 
new, dirty-burning coal- 
fired power plants. 

The Rhodium Group anal- 
ysis firm reported in May 
that China as of 2019 was 
OuMping Out more than 
27% of all climate-dam- 
aging emissions globally. 
That’s more than the United 
States, which stood at 11%, 
and more than the rest of 
the developed world com- 
bined, Rhodium said. L) 


spyware; Macron a possible target 


ther confirmed nor denied 
whether it had identified or 
cut off such servers. 

“All of the infrastructure 
outlined in the Amnesty 
report is no longer on Digi- 
talOcean,” it said Tuesday 
without elaborating in an 
emailed statement. 

Le Monde said the phone 
numbers for Macron and 
tne then-government 
members were among 
thousands allegedly se- 
lected by NSO clients for 
potential surveillance. In 
this case, the client was 
an unidentified Moroccan 
security service, according 
To Le Monde. 

Consortium members said 
they were able fo link more 
than 1,000 numbers on the 
list with individuals, includ- 
ing more than 600 politi- 
cians and government of- 
ficials and 189 journalists. 





Emmanuel Macron speaks on his mobile phone during a round 
table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels. 


Among the numbers were 
those of journalists and 
politicians in France. The 
largest share were in Mex- 
ico and the Middle East, 
where Saudi Arabia is re- 
ported to be among NSO 
clients. 


Associated Press 


Also on the list were phone 
numbers in Azerbaijan, Ka- 
zakhstan, Pakistan, Moroc- 
co and Rwanda, as well as 
ones for several Arab royal 
family members, heads of 
state and prime ministers, 
the consortium reported.) 
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Haiti arrests 3 cops, awaits new chief, while mourning Moise 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Haitians held official cer- 
emonies Tuesday to honor 
assassinated President Jo- 
venel Molise while prepar- 
ing to install a new interim 
leader and arresting at 
least three police officers 
implicated in the killing. 
Designated Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry was to be sworn 
in to replace interim Prime 
Minister Claude Joseph, 
who assumed leadership 
of Haiti with the backing of 
police and the military after 
the July 7 attack at Moilse’s 
orivate home. A crowd of 
international dignitaries 
and Haitian officials clad in 
somber suits sat under the 
shade of pink and white 
bougainvillea fo commem- 
orate Moise in the yard of 
the Nation Pantheon Mu- 
seum in Port-au-Prince. 

A large portrait of the slain 
president hung behind Jo- 
seph as he spoke to mourn- 
ers. “The president is dead 
because of his political and 
social convictions,” he said. 
Joseoh accused oligarchs 
and criminals of assassinat- 
ing the president's charac- 
ter and then the president 
himself. He called on every- 
one to seize the moment 
as an opportunity to find a 


Israeli PM vows to ‘act aggressively 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali Ben- 
nett told the head of Uni- 
lever on Tuesday that Is- 
rael will “act aggressively” 
against Ben & Jerry’s over 
the subsidiary’s decision to 
stop selling its ice cream in 
the Israelicoccupied West 
Bank and contested east 
Jerusalem. 

British consumer goods 
conglomerate Unilever ac- 
quired the Vermont-based 
ice cream company in 
2000. Ben & Jerry’s said 
in a statement on Mon- 
day that it had informed 
its longstanding licensee 
responsible for manufac- 
turing and distributing the 
ice cream in Israel that it 
will not renew the license 
agreement when It expires 
at the end of 2022. 
Benneit’s office said in a 





Haiti's designated Prime Minister Ariel Henry, center, and interim Prime Minister Claude Joseph, 
right, pose for a group photo with other authorities in front of a portrait of late Haitian President 
Jovenel Moise at at the National Pantheon Museum during a memorial service in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, Tuesday, July 20, 2021. 


common purpose and du- 
rable, viable solutions. 

Moise was shot multiole 
times and his wife was seri- 
ously wounded, and while 
officials have arrested at 
least 26 people in the case, 
if remains unclear who UuI- 
timately was behind the 
attack. Police Chief Léon 
Charles announced four 
more formal arrests on Tues- 
day at least three of them 
police officers, whose ranks 


statement that he spoke 
with Unilever CEO Alan 
Jope about what he 
called Ben & Jerry's “clear- 
ly anti-Israel step,” adding 
that the move would have 
“serious consequences, 


legal and otherwise, and 
that it will act aggressively 
against all boycott actions 
directed against its citi- 
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he did not release. 

“There was infiltration in the 
police,” he said. 

Authorities earlier said they 
had detained and isolated 
but not formally arrested 
several high-ranking po- 
lice officials as they tried to 
determine why the attack- 
ers were able fo reach the 
oresident without any of his 
guards being injured. 
Henry, a neurosurgeon and 
former cabinet minister, 


zens.” 

The announcement was 
one of the highest-profile 
company rebukes of Israeli 
settlements in the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem, 
territories Israel captured in 
the 1967 Mideast war. Most 
of the international com- 
munity considers these 
settlements illegal under 
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Israelis visit the Ben & Jerry’s ice-cream factory in the Be’er 
Tuvia Industrial area, Tuesday, July 20, 2021. 


Associated Press 


Associated Press 


was scheduled to be sworn 
in on Tuesday afternoon 
after promising to form a 
provisional Consensus gov- 
ernment to lead Haiti un- 
til elections are held. “We 
will need this unity to over- 
come the many challenges 
that beset us,” Henry said. 
“Some have observed the 
latest events with amaze- 
ment, others wonder with 
reason about the manage- 
ment of the country.” 
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Henry said he has met with 
various unidentified actors 
as well as civil society and 
the private sector. “| intend 
to continue and deepen 
these discussions, because 
it is the only way to bring 
the Haitian family togeth- 
er,” he said. 

The government released 
the names of Henry’s Cabi- 
net, with the ministers of 
justice, economy, finance, 
agriculture and others 
keeping their positions. 
Haiti Elections Minister 
Mathias Pierre told The As- 
sociated Press on Monday 
that Joseph would step 
down and cede the posi- 
tion to Henry, who was cho- 
sen for the post by Moise 
shortly before he was killed 
but had not been sworn in. 
The change in_ leader- 
ship comes after a group 
of key international diplo- 
mats called on Henry to 
create a “consensual and 
inclusive government” in a 
statement issued Saturday 
that made no reference to 
Joseph. The Core Group Is 
composed of ambassadors 
from Germany, Brazil, Can- 
ada, Spain, the U.S., France 
and the European Union as 
well as representatives from 
the United Nations and the 
Organization of American 
States.) 


over Ben & Jerry's ban 


international law and an 
impediment to peace with 
the Palestinians. 
Approximately 700,000 
Israelis now live in settle- 
ments, around 500,000 in 
the occupied West Bank 
and 200,000 in east Jerusa- 
lem. 

Israel considers the entirety 
of Jerusalem its capital, 
while the Palestinians seek 
it as capital of a future 
state. 

Ben & Jerry’s said in its an- 
nouncement that the sale 
of its ice cream in territories 
sought by the Palestinians 
for an independent state 
was “inconsistent with our 
values.” 

Israel’s Foreign Ministry 
criticized the decision on 
Monday as “a surrender 
to ongoing and aggressive 
oressure from extreme an- 


ti-lsrael groups” and said 
the company was cooper- 
ating with “economic ter- 
rorism.” 

Avi Zinger, CEO of Ben & 
Jerry’s Israel licensee, told 
public broadcaster Kan 
on Tuesday that the par- 
ent company had long 
oressured him to cease 
distribution in the Israeli oc- 
cupied territories, but he 
refused because it would 
violate Israeli law. 

He called Ben & Jerry's 
decision to not extend its 
license “the biggest ac- 
complishnment” of the 
BDS movement that ad- 
vocates boycotts, divest- 
ment and sanctions of 
Israeli institutions and busi- 
nesses in what it says Is 
GQ nonviolent campaign 
against Israeli abuses 
against Palestinians.) 


11 BYANA 





agreement signed with Customs and Border 
Protection of the United States 


a 


ORANJESTAD - Recently the 
Minister of Justice mr. An- 
din Bikker signed a Letter of 
Intent with the Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) of 
the United States. 


The letter of intent contains 
three dimensions: 

Minister of Justice mr. An- 
din Bikker and the US Cus- 
toms and Border Protec- 
tion signed letter of intent. 
The first dimension is the 
automated control and 
management system of 
the Aruba border that con- 
sists of Radex, online ED- 
Card, and soon the ESTA 
for Aruba. The systems will 
be connected to the Auto- 
mated Targeting System of 
the United States. (https:// 
www.dhs.gov/publication/ 
automated-targeting-sys- 
tem-ats-update). The Auto- 
mated Targeting System is 
an automated system that 
compares travelers, cargo, 
and transfer information, 
using data from law en- 














‘Loyal visitors honored as 
Ambassadors ofg 





Richardson of the Aruba Tourism Author- 


forcement entities. They 
also do ‘risk-based sce- 
narios and assessments’. 
These will provide the lo- 
cal entities like Immigration 
Aruba, KPA, Customs, VDA, 
NCTVI, and DIMAS access 
to useful information in pro- 
tecting the borders. For ex- 
ample, once they activate 
the ESTA for Aruba, the Im- 
migration Department and 
the DIMAS will have access 
to use the database of the 
United States to operate 
the ESTA of Aruba. Customs 
will have more access to 
cargo and shipping infor- 
mation destined for Aruba. 
One of the two parts of 
the agreement of principle 
is the use of ‘biometrics’ 
based on Article 22a of 
the Law of Admission and 
Expulsion (LTU). Biometrics 
helos in the tourist admis- 
sion screening process, 
providing the authorities 
access to digital photos 
and fingerprints. If gives the 
authorities more valuable 
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tools in the screening pro- 
cess to determine if a Visi- 
tor will be admitted or not 
in Aruba. The efficiency in 
the screening process will 
get the visitors quicker out 
of the airport so that they 
can check-in at their ho- 
tel sooner and enjoy the 
beach immediately. 


Finally, the letter of intent 
will grant Aruba more assis- 
tance in the validation pro- 
cess of official documents, 
like detecting counterfeit 
passports, etc. According 
to the Minister of Justice, 
the signing of this letter of 
intent with the United States 
marks a milestone since the 
United States is the main 
tourist market of Aruba. 
The Minister proposed and 
achieved a few changes 
in the LTU (AB 2018 no. 70) 
and the Admission decision 
(AB 2020 no. 94), to have a 
broader and modern legal 
base that meets all the in- 
ternational ST MaciNs 


“This couple stated that they love the 
iskand very much, especially for its 


nice san- 


ity had the great pleasure to honor Aru- 
ba’s loyal and friendly visitors as Good- 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. The Goodwill 
Ambassador certificate is presented on 
behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation and to say ‘Masha 
Danki’, to the guests who visit Aruba 20 
years and more consecutively. 


The honorees were Mr. Thomas & Mrs. 
Ann Petrelli from New York! 


year-round sunny weather, 
dy beaches and picturesque sunsets, 
its cleanliness, and Aruba's warm and 
friendly people whom have become like 
family to them. 

Richardson together with the represen- 
tatives of the Divi Phoenix presented 
the certificate to the honorees, handed 
over some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite 
vacation destination and as their home- 
away-from-home.) 





and to be able to use 
modern technology in the 
screening at the border. 


The primary goal is to have 
better screening and safe- 
ty in addition to efficiency 
and speed for tourists to 
go through the control pro- 
cess as soon as possible, 
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and to have the visitors on 
the beach as soon as pos- 
sible after landing in Aruba. 
Other agreements of Cco- 
operation will follow ac- 
cording to the Minister, 
based on the mutual inter- 
est to guarantee the safe- 
ty of the travelers of both 
countries.) 
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Tarte limitless podsibdlities af infini, where Chef Urvin Croes ond hia team explores 
without boundories ond stops with both feol outside of the box fo create his most 
sensational dishes yot. This meticqulously designed restaurant locoted inside Blue 
Residences on scenic Eagle Beach is o chef's table concept with limited seating 
where dinars are able to interact with the staff ond ofher guests alike throughout 


the arening. 


& Courses You Will Never Forget 





Reserve Your Seats 
Dinner Awaits 


— 
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ef +297 699 3087 


© weew.infiniorubs.com 
@ |-E. lrausquin Blvd 266 
€ InfiniAruba 
infimaruba 
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"Kids 12 and under half price. Taxes not induded 


Holiday Inn Resort Aruba: 
Because love never ends 





Her calm appearance and 
skilled way ease every nervous 
bride-to-be or worried future 
groom. Shulaika works thorough 
in a subtle and open minded 
way. “It is very important to lis- 
ten close to my client’s wishes. 
To observe and know all the 
details, that is where it all starts 
with. My task Is to translate the 
client's wishes into reality fo full 
satisfaction.” Her job is to make 
things easy, take away the 
stress and she Is great aft that. 


From AtoZ 

The process begins with con- 
tacting the Holiday Inn Resort 
Aruba where you will be con- 


nected to Shulaika. The Holi- 
day Inn Resort Aruba is flexible 
and details can be adjusted 
to your personal taste. “Picture 
yourself and your loved one on 
the turquoise blue ocean side 
where it feels as if the beach 
is all yours. Our resort has this 
great advantage to be able to 
offer our wedding guests their 
‘own corner’ where they have 
the full bar area for themselves, 
located right on the wide 
beach.” Holiday Inn Aruba Re- 
sorts stands out with their per- 
sonal approach and upscale 
service and their Food & Bever- 
age Is known all over the island 
for its consistent quality, quite 
important on the day of your 
life. “After the night the resort 
has their wedding suite made 
Uo for you and this means 
awakening in the romance of 
the Caribbean sun next morn- 
ing with the ocean and white- 
sanded beach stretching in 
front of you while you enjoy 
your breakfast.” 

Three romantic wedding pack- 
ages offer you amazing pos- 
sibilities where you can be 
each other's sunshine under 
Aruba’s beautiful blue skies 
and turquoise waters, witness- 
ing your “| do's” in a very inti- 
mate ceremony (package My 
Sunshine) or make your special 
day unique with a group of 20 
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loved ones, to share the event 
where you promise to love and 
stay with each other forever 
and always with your inner cir- 
cle (package Promises). If you 
would like to take If Uo a notch 
then tie the knot where love 
transcends all barriers and all 
limits, let Holiday Inn Aruba Re- 
sort be the one to make this act 
of overflowing love happen in 
one of a kind way (package 
Love Unlimited). Important to 
mention is that Shulaika and 
her team are flexible and ar- 
rangements can be adjusted 
to fulfill your exact wishes. 

All arrangements by the Holi- 
day Inn Aruba Resort include 
marriage on the © stunning 
beach with the services of a 
non- denominational minister, 
including a wedding certificate 
as a keepsake. Feel queen and 
king Under the arch of squared 
bamboo ora circular arch with 
choice of drapery color and 
crystals, depending on your 
choice of package. The signing 
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table, bridal bouquet, match- 
ING groom's boutonniere are all 
part of the life happening and 
a live musician, photographer 
and/or videographer are op- 
tions to consider. 





Don't worry, be happy 

Put your faith in the hands of 
Shulaika and her team to or- 
ganize your vow renewal, en- 
gagement or wedding, she will 
gain your trust in an instant. The 
iskand of Aruba and the Holiday 
Inn Aruba Resort will make you 
feel secure as all Covid-19 pro- 
tocol is in place here and your 
safety is our priority. Discover 
Aruba, live your dream event 
at the Holiday Inn Aruba Resort. 
We promise you: the resort and 
the island will make sure you will 
remember this a lifetime! 
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BINGO IS BACK! WATCH FOR RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS 
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WIN A SHARE OF UPTO — 
~ "$1000 fi 
Firee Slot layy 


Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 














THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





Look fabulous and radiant with Aruba Happy Lashes 


Noord - Discover Aruba Happy Lashes, a 
highly recommended and new concept on 
the island. The ideal place for the perfect 
beauty esthetic work offers manicures, ped- 
icures, Brazilian tan, massages, sporty out- 
fits, perfect eyelashes and so much more. 
Run by only professionals you are guaran- 
teed of the best service for your money. 


Aruba Happy Lashes gives you the oppor- 
tunity to look soectacular during your vaca- 
tion on the island of Aruba by offering you 
a perfect natural Brazilian Tan. Prepare your 
body with a tan that will make you the talk 





of the town. This Brazilian technique is de- 
veloped with an advanced formula to ex- 
foliate and condition the skin to ensure an 
even, natural-looking tan, this is an innova- 
tive way to get your glow on. With the use 
of a special adhesive tape, we will make a 
very tiny special bikini that will give you the 
most perfect natural tan lines. In compari- 
son of a regular bikini, the adhesive bikini Is 
hand taped with perfection on your body 
and won't move like a regular bikini which 
will create the perfect straight tan lines. This 
is a great way to get yourself the most per- 
fect tan that you would like to take with you 
as areminder of a wonderful vacation. One 
session only will already give you a great re- 
sult as Aruba Perfect Tan are the pioneers 
on the island in Brazilian Perfect Tanning. 
And best of it, if lasts uo to three months! 


Services 

Plan your perfect escape for you and your 
girls to celebrate a birthday, bachelorette 
parties or just a girls only outing and receive 
a 10% discount on you Perfect Tan pack- 
age. The packages consists of a delicious 
Welcome Cocktail, a melanin activator 
juice, a relaxing foot massage, a gourmet 
wash to bleach all body hair and a refresh- 
ing bowl of fresh fruits. Hang out with the girls 
by the pool under the hot tropical sun with 
a nice cocktail, waiting service and great 
music to make the experience even more 
authentic. 

Aruba Happy Lashes Is also specialized in the 
most amazing lashes services. With a great 
menu of lashes services you can choose 
from Classic lashes, Russian volume lashes, 
Glamorous lashes, Gorgeous lashes, Diva 
lashes, Extravagant mink lashes, silk lashes, 
Lash lifting and so much more. But also a re- 
touch of your already existing lashes is pos- 
sible at great prices. 


While on the premises, take a look at the 
fabulous, colorful and comfortable sports- 
wear. From sports to everyday outfits in a 
variety of styles but above all very comfort- 
able sportswear. Perfect for daily wear as 
well, for its comfort, fashion and practicality. 


Aruba Happy Lashes and Aruba Perfect Tan 
is located at Bushiri 6V in downtown Oran- 
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jestad and is open daily from 10am —- 6pm. 
For an appointment, please call (+297) 
738.8889 or send an email at arubahap- 
pylashes@gmail.com 


For more information find them on Facebook 
and Instagram, Aruba Happy Lashes.L) 
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Friday 23 
Happy Hour all day at Water’s 


Water’s Edge restaurant give 
you 3 happy hours a day with 
specials on premium brands. 


the soectacular ocean view 
while enjoying breakfast, lunch 
or dinner. Guitarist Ricky Thomas 
will delight you with lovely music 
to your ears. 

Open from 8 AM-— 11 PM 
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A wieetion - where to go while i in Aruba 





Thursday 22 

Visit Aruba’s Donkey Sanctuary 

e Aruba has a safe haven for the 
donkey's where each donkey Is given 


shelter, quality medical care and lots 
of love. We highly encourage you to 
plan a visit fo the Sanctuary and see 
for yourself what so many others have 
discovered, that there’s more to a 


e From? AM-4PM 
e Bringamosa 2Z, Santa Cruz 
e Facebook: Donkey Sanctuary Aruba 


Edge restaurant 

How does the perfect day looks 
like while on vacation? With 
happy hour all day off course! 


From 12-1- 4-6 and 9-10. Enjoy 


(ee ATER'S E DHE E 
RESTAURANT & SAA 


Located at Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Facebook: Water's Edge Restaurant & Bar 


Saturday 24 

Shop at Artistic Boutique 

e Looking for a unique giftware to take home? 
Artistic Boutique has it for you. This boutique 
has been around for over 50 years. Find the 
perfect jewelry in stainless steel, silver and 
gold. Porcelain and antique souvenirs and 
beautiful handmade embroidered table 
cloths and runners. They are the exclusive 
agents for NAO by LLADRO & Aruba Lucky 
Stone. 

e Open from 10 AM- 5PM 

e Located in the parkinglot between to Royal 
Plaza & Windcreek Casino 

e Facebook: Artistic Boutique Aruba 


Sunday 25 
Balashi Gold Mill & Spanish Lagoon Hike & Kayak 


Combine history and adventure at this amazing 
hike and Kayak tour presented by The Shack 
Aruba. Take a hike at Balashi Gold Mill followed 
by crossing Aruba's oldest bridge, The Balashi 
Bridge, which was built in 1929 and afterwards 
hop on the Kayak and hit off to the reefs. Learn about Aruba’s 
history and ecological system and enjoy our amazing nature. 
Tour will end at Aruba Nautical Club at 12 PM. Tour includes: 
tour guide, kayak, refreshment, fruit & transportation back to the 
Balashi Gold Mill. Feel free to bring your snorkeling gear. 
Meeting point: 7:30 AM at the Balashi Gold Mill 

For reservations contact +297- 560-7733 

Facebook: The Shack Aruba 


a name and receives food and water, 


donkey then what you think you knew. 
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Monday 26 

Hands of Gold Massage & Beauty on 
wheels 

e After a very busy week all you need 
now Is to pamper yourself with a 
relaxing massage or a skin care & 
body treatment at the comfort of 
your own room. Marilou of Hands 
of Gold Massage Is ready to give 
you that much needed treatment 
you deserve. Discover the secret of 
relaxation. 

e Available daily from 9 AM- 7 PM 

e For reservations call/Whatsapp 
Marilou at +297-733-5034 

e Instagram page: 
handsofgoldmassage&beauty 





eesteys 27 
Aruba Artist Gallery at Paseo Herencia Mall 


Wednesday 28 
Chef’s Garden by Papillon 


Art lovers, we've got you covered. Take a trip to Paseo Herencia 
Mall and enjoy the creativity, inspiration and the love for Art 
spread all around. Visit the Aruba Art Gallery where artists 

now have the ability to showcase their art pieces In this Artist 
Community Gallery, accessible to both locals and tourists. It’s a 
new way to reconnect with other artists and community. 

Open daily from 5 PM- 10 PM 

Located at Paseo Herencia Mall. Entrance next to Starbucks & 
Maggy 's 

Facebook: Aruba Artist Gallery 


A true once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. The stage: 

an Aruban cunucu house 
creating a magical 
ambiance. The play: The 
Chef's Garden; a 6-course 
culinary voyage and 
French-Asian gastronomic 
ecstasy by Dutch top 

chef Martijn Liebregts 

on Wednesdays. You will 
leave this culinary Garden 
of Eden in an enchanted 
state creating a memory that will last a lifetime. Be sure to 
reserve this opportunity before others do. This production Is 
oresented to you by Papillon Restaurant. 

Starts at 7 PM, every Wednesday 

In-home dining setting in the heart of Aruba 

Facebook: The Secret Garden Aruba 
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Nordstrom pivots as shopper habits change during pandemic 


By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 

Like many of its peers, ven- 
erable department store 
chain Nordstrom is having 
a tough time keeping pace 
with customer demand for 
new clothes because of 
Supply Issues. 

That will be an even bigger 
challenge heading into the 
full swing of its anniversary 
sale, a tradition since the 
1960s. Last year, custom- 
ers stayed away because 
there was no reason to 
buy dressy clothes during a 
pandemic. But Nordstrom 
is framing this year's event 
as an opportunity for shop- 
pers To reinvent themselves 
as they come out of their 
homes. Amid product de- 
lays, the retailer says it de- 
veloped a back-order fea- 
ture on its website for cus- 
tomers who want to take 
advantage of the sale but 
find the item not in stock. 
Jamie Nordstrom,  presi- 
dent of Nordstrom. stores 
and great-grandson of 
company founder John W. 
Nordstrom, recently sooke 
with The Associated Press 
at its Manhattan store to 
share some thoughts about 
changing shopper habits, 
shipping delays and why 
the Seattle-based Nora- 
strom plans to pack up 
masks soon. The interview 
has been edited for clarity 


~ 


President of Stores Jamie Nordstro 
York, Wednesday, July 14, 2021. 


and length. 

Q. What kind of delays in 
merchandise shioments 
are you seeing? 

A. Anywhere from a couple 
of days to amonth. And you 
don't really always know 
exactly what's causing If. Is 
it the port in Asia? Is it the 
port at Long Beach where 
shios anchored out there 
can't get offloaded. We're 
retailers. We're focused on 
serving customers. We've 
got a great team that’s fo- 
cused on the inbound sup- 
poly chain. And whether it’s 
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m is interviewed at the Nordstrom NYC Flagship store, in New 





a few days or a couple of 
weeks, we're ready fo roll 
with the punches on that. 
Q. Anything left of the CO- 
VID-19 safety measures? 
A.|n most cities and markets 
we do business in, we are 
able to do the full make- 
over in our beauty depart- 
ments and in our spas. That 
was probably one of the 
last things that we're able 
to unlock. BUT we want cus- 
tomers to know and it’s 
been this way for quite a 
while now that when they 
come to Nordstrom store, 
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Associated Press 


they’re getting the full ex- 
perience. It's not a wa- 
tered-down COVID version 
of Nordstrom. 

Q. What's the customer 
traffic like? 

A. It has been very different 
across the regions. It started 
in the South South Florida, 
Texas over the last several 
months. It’s the states that 
dropped the restrictions 
first is where traffic started 
to build. And then as you 
moved North and West, as 
states dropped restrictions, 
we saw that traffic come 


back pretty quickly. And so 
we're encouraged by the 
path that we're on and the 
pace that customers are 
coming back in. 

Q. What makes the anni- 
versary sale extra important 
this yeare¢ 

A. More than anything, It’s 
a wardrobe refresh. People 
have discovered comfort. 
They don’t want to sacrifice 
style. There’s a big demand 
out there for people to re- 
ally go through their closets 
and kind of reinvent how 
they want to look over the 
next couple of seasons. 

Q. Which trends from the 
pandemic will remain and 
how are you reacting? 

A. So casual, afthleisure, 
denim. We are scrambling 
to get after what the new 
suit is. If may not be the 
same suit that if was. It’s a 
sport coat and it’s a pair 
of jeans. It’s an interesting 
time to try and react to 
very quickly changing cus- 
tomer needs. 
Q. What's 
back¢ 

A. Maybe masks. We've 
been selling a lot of masks 
the last year and a half. 
We're not selling a whole 
lot right now, which is a 
good thing. And so | think 
maybe we'll pack those 
masks away, and hopefully 
we'll never have to bring 
them out again.) 


not coming 


Robinhood sees valuation of up to $35 billion as public co. 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 

AP Business Writer 
Robinhood, the online bro- 
kerage that found Itself em- 
broiled in this year’s meme 
stock phenomenon, will go 
public next week seeking 
a market valuation of up 
1© boo OilliOnm: 

The company said in a reg- 
Ulatory filing Monday that 
it hopes to price 55 million 
shares in its initial public of- 
fering in a range of $38 to 
$42 per share. It could raise 
about $2.3 billion if the 
shares are sold at the high 
end of the range. 
Robinhood is __ offering 
about 52.4 million shares. 
The company's founders 
Baiju Bhatt and Vladimir 
Tenev, and Chief Finan- 
cial Officer Jason Warnick, 


are offering about 2.6 mil- 
lion shares. The company 
won't receive any pro- 
ceeds from shares sold by 
its officers and founders. 
The underwriters have an 
option to buy 5.5 million 
shares fo cover any overal- 
lotments. 

Robinhood’'s IPO will give 
investors a chance to own 
a big slice of a fast-growing 
company that has rocked 
the traditionally staid bro- 
kerage business. The com- 
pany expects to offer up 
to $770 million worth of its 
shares to its customers via 
its platform. The estimate is 
based on an offering price 
of $40 per share, the com- 
pany said in the filing. 
Meanwhile, the venture 
capital unit of business soft- 


ware company Salesforce. 
com has indicated an in- 
terest in buying up to $150 
million in shares of Rob- 
inhood at the IPO price, 
Robinhood said. 

Since its launch in 2014, 
Robinhood’s popularity 
has forced rivals to get rid 
of commissions and to of- 
fer apps that make trading 
easy and maybe even fun. 
The company based in 
Menlo Park, California, said 
ens MAG nei Meee 7 
million monthly active us- 
ers as of March and more 
than half of its customers 
are first-time investors. 
Many of those first-time in- 
vestors have started trad- 
INg On Robinhood due to 
the popularity of meme 
stocks like GameStop. The 


trading frenzy that followed 
forced Robinhood to limit 
some trades because of 
the massive volume and 
it drew some government 
scrutiny. 

Robinhood said in the fil- 
ing that it expects that its 
revenue for the April-June 
quarter totaled up to $574 


million, or a more than 
twofold increase from $244 
million a year earlier. Even 
so, the company projects 
it slid to loss in the quarter 
ranging from $487 million 
and $537 million. Robin- 
hood posted a profit of $58 
million in the same quarter 
last year. LJ 





This Dec. 17, 2020, photo shows the logo for the Robinhood app 


on a smartphone in New York. 


Associated Press 
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Blue Origin’s New Shepard rocket launches carrying passengers Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon 
and space tourism company Blue Origin, his brother Mark Bezos, Oliver Daemen and Wally Funk, 
from its spaceport near Van Horn, Texas, Tuesday, July 20, 2021. 


Associated Press 


Jeff Bezos blasts into space on own 
rocket: ‘Best day ever!’ 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

VAN HORN, Texas (AP) — Jeff Bezos blast- 
ed into soace Tuesday on his rocket com- 
pany’s first flight with people on board, be- 
coming the second billionaire in just over a 
week to ride his own spacecraft. 

The Amazon founder was accompanied 
by a hand-picked group: his brother, an 
18-year-old from the Netherlands and an 
82-year-old aviation pioneer from Tex- 
as the youngest and oldest to ever fly in 
space. 

“Best day ever!” Bezos said when the cap- 
sule touched down on the desert floor in 
remote West Texas after the 10-minute 
flight. 

Named after America’s first astronaut, 
Blue Origin's New Shepard rocket soared 
on the 52nd anniversary of the Apollo 11 
moon landing, a date chosen by Bezos for 
its historical significance. He held fast to if, 
even as Virgin Galactic’s Richard Branson 
pushed up his own flight from New Mexico 
in the race for soace tourist dollars and 
beat him to space by nine days. 

Unlike Branson's piloted rocket plane, 
Bezos’ capsule was completely automat- 
ed and required no official staff on board 
for the up-and-down flight. 

Blue Origin reached an altitude of about 
66 miles (106 kilometers), more than 10 
miles (16 kilometers) higher than Branson's 
July 11 ride. The 60-foot (18-meter) booster 
accelerated to Mach 3 or three times the 
sopeed of sound to get the capsule high 
enough, before separating and landing 
Upright. 

During their several minutes of weightless- 
ness, video from inside the capsule showed 
the four floating, doing somersaults, toss- 
ing Skittles candies and throwing balls. 
Cheering, whooping and exclamations of 


“wow could be heard. The capsule land- 
ed under parachutes, with Bezos and his 
guests briefly experiencing nearly six times 
the force of gravity, or 6 G's, on the way 
back. 

Led by Bezos, they climbed out of the 
capsule after touchdown with wide grins, 
embracing parents, partners and children, 
then popped open bottles of sparkling 
wine, spraying one another. 

“My expectations were high and they 
were dramatically exceeded,” Bezos said 
later. 

Their flight lasted 10 minutes and 10 sec- 
onds five minutes shy of Alan Shepard's 
Freedom 7 flight in 1961. Shepard’s daugh- 
ters, Laura and Julie, were introduced at a 
press conference a few hours later. 
Sharing Bezos’ dream-come-true adven- 
ture was Wally Funk, from the Dallas area, 
one of 13 female pilots who went through 
the same tests as NASA's all-male astro- 
naut corps in the early 1960s but never 
made It into space. 

“I’ve been waiting a long time to finally 
get it up there,” Funk said after the flight. 
“| want to go again fast,” she added. 
Joining them on the ultimate joyride was 
the company's first paying customer, Oli- 
ver Daemen, a last-minute fill-in for the 
mystery winner of a $28 million auction 
who opted for a later flight. The Dutch 
teen’s father took part in the auction, and 
agreed on a lower undisclosed price last 
week when Blue Origin offered his son the 
vacated seat. 

Among the items brought on the flight: A 
pair of aviator Amelia Earhart’s goggles 
and a piece of fabric from the original 
Wright Flyer."| got goose bumps,” said An- 
gel Herrera of El Paso, who watched the 
launch from inside Van Horn High School, 
about 25 miles (40 kilometers) away. () 
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All Time Share Owners 

Do you want to sell your Time 
-Share ? 

Contact the experts 36 Years of 
doing honest business 

“Free Listings 

*Free Appraissal report 

“Free Advertiment 

*Handle all legal documents 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom ,1 Bath week 31 and 
SZ 

Room # 2111and 2115 

Ground floor pool/ ocean view 
Price :$ 5 K each 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom ,1 Bath week 29 and 
30 

Room # 2508 Garden view 
Week 31 room # 2336 Harbor / 
ocean view Price :5 K each 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Bedroom ,1 Bath 

Week 30 Room #2519 

5th floor Pool/ Ocean View 
Price: $5K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Week #32 room # 4021 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 

1 Bedroom 1 1/2 bath 
Week #32 room # 502 

28 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath 

Week 31 and 32 room # 241A 
Friday check in 

Price : $ 5K each 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 





Eagle Beach Resort 

1 Bedroom , 1 Bath 

Week #27 and 28 room #2530 
Friday check in 

Price : $ 7 K both weeks 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 Bedroom Ocean View $ 5 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean View $ 8 K 
2 Bedroom Garden View $7K 
2 Bedroom Ocean Side $ 9 K 
2 Bedroom Ocean Front $18 K 
3 Bedroom Ocean View $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For Sale 

Golf Course 

3 Bedroom ,2 1/2 Bath 
Ocean View 

Fully furnished , Garage 
Price : $450K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Time Share Resales + Realtyj 


House For sale 

Golf course 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 

Fully furnished ,Pool 
Ocean view 

Price :$700K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Gold Coast 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully Furnished , 

Price :$300K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 1/2 Bath 
Fully furnished Ground floor 
Price : $800K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
| johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 5th Floor 
Top floor 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$ 650 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset Villas 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Price : $ 380 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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aa HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Eagle (Maria) Tel. 585 145 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Chance the Rapper to bring secret concert to the big screen 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
Chance the Rapper filmed 
a secret concert four years 
ago, he intended to make 
a movie for the big screen 
but ended up shelving the 
project after not knowing 
how to edit all the footage. 
But while hunkered down 
in his home during the pan- 
demic, the Grammy win- 
ner took the opportunity 
to educate himself about 
the craft of filmmaking. 
Chance hosted and per- 
formed in several virtual 
concerts including “Chi- 
Town Christmas” which he 
wrote and directed giving 
him enough confidence to 
revisit the idea of making 
his own film. 

“| had a lot of editing notes 
and ideas, but | didn’t know 
how to edit,” he recalled. 
“But during the pandemic, 
| started doing virtual con- 
certs and actually directing 
them myself. | picked up alll 
these skills that filmmakers 
have one of them was fig- 
uring how to edit and work 
with editors. | needed that.” 
Now, Chance’s filmmaker 
aspirations are coming 
into fruition with his concert 
film ‘“ Magnificent Coloring 
World,” which premieres 
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Chance the Rapper performs on stage at the Pre-Grammy Gala And Salute To Industry Icons on 
Jan. 25, 2020, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Aug. 13 in select AMC 
Theatres. The concert was 
filmed in his hometown of 
Chicago during his Magnifi- 
cent Coloring World Tour in 
2017, shortly after winning 
three Grammys through 
his 2016 independent proj- 
ect “Coloring Book,” which 
won best rap album. The 
project became the first 
streaming-only album to 
win the award. He also 


took home the best new 
artist troohy and best rap 
performance for his song 
“No Problem” featuring 2 
Chainz and Lil Wayne. 

The concert film will cele- 
brate the five-year anniver- 
sary of “Coloring Book.” 
Chance could have gone 
the streaming service route, 
but he elected to pitch his 
concert film idea to AMC 
Theatres a few months ago 


Associated Press 


with hopes of immersing 
moviegoers into his full con- 
cert experience. 

“There’s just something 
different about going to 
see something in theaters, 
instead of watching if in 
your bed or whatever,” he 
said. “| always knew that | 
wanted this to be experi- 
enced in a group and ona 
huge screen with crazy sur- 
round sound.” Chance led 


the film’s editing process 
and self-distributed the film 
through his House of Kicks 
umbrella, which reimagines 
music, film and virtual ex- 
periences. 

His partnership with the the- 
ater chain marks the first 
time a music artist has inde- 
pendently distributed a film 
through AMC. 

“The appreciation — for 
Chance’s dazzling creation 
is A genuine demonstration 
of the power and emo- 
tional connection audi- 
ences have with Chance, 
and how they feel while 
watching his work on the 
big screens of AMC,” said 
Adam Aron, CEO and presi- 
dent of AMC Entertainment 
said. “This is a reminder of 
the uncharted program- 
ming possibilities at AMC, 
and we are thrilled to blaze 
this path with Chance The 
Rapper and his team.” 
“Magnificent Coloring 
World” features a vari- 
ety of stages designed by 
Chance and was filmed on 
a soundstage within three 
and a half weeks. The rap- 
per said he wanted fo fell 
Qa unique story with each 
frame with the help of di- 
rector Jake Schreier, who 
directed the 2015 film “Pa- 
per Towns.” LJ 


Lady Gaga, Tony Bennett reunite; Killers, Dan + Shay albums 


By The Associated Press 

A look at what's happen- 
ing the world of music as 
artists announce their tour- 
ing plans and concert ven- 
ues plan their reopenings 
after being shuttered by 
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In this combination photo, Tony Bennett, left, arrives at the 61st 


the pandemic. 

GAGA FOR BENNETT 

Two music superstars will 
share the stage this sum- 
mer when Tony Bennett 
and Lady Gaga team up 
for two nights at New York’s 


oi 





annual Grammy Awards on Feb. 10, 2019, in Los Angeles and 
Lady Gaga arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Feb. 24, 


2019, in Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Associated Press 


Radio City Music Hall. 
“One Last Time: An Eve- 
ning with Tony Bennett 
and Lady Gaga’ will open 
on Aug, 3, which is Ben- 
nett’s 95th birthday. A sec- 
ond performance is set for 
Aug. 9. 

Lady Gdga and Bennet 
collaborated on the song 
“The Lady Is a Tramp” for 
Bennett's 2011 “Duets Il” 
album and their collab- 
orative album “Cheek to 
Cheek” debuted at No. 
1 on the Billboard Album 
charts and earned them 
a Grammy for “Best Tradi- 
tional Pop Vocal.” 

Earlier this year, Bennett's 
family revealed that the 
19-time § Grammy-winner 
was diagnosed with de- 
mentia in 2016. Promoters 
say the August concerts 
will be Bennett's last New 
York performances of his 


career. 
GOOD THINGS WITH DAN + 
SHAY 

The duo Dan + Shay have 
a new album coming out 
this summer and they've 
added a huge party fo 
celebrate it. 

A concert at The Great 
Lawn in Centennial Park 
in Nashville, Tennessee, 
will coincide with the re- 
lease of their fourth album, 
“Good Things.” Pre-sales 
for the event begin Mon- 
day and all tickets go on 


sale Friday. 
The album's first single 
“10,000 Hours” featuring 


Justin Bieber was released 
in late 2019 and spent 
21 weeks at No. 1 on Bill- 
board’s Hof Country Songs 
Celia 

The duo plan to tour again 
this fall for a 30-date trek, 
beginning Sept. 9 in Green- 


ville, South Carolina, and 
ending Dec. 7 in Boston. 
The tour includes stops at 
Madison Square Garden 
and the Staples Center in 
Los Angeles. 

NO KILLING TIME 

Despite releasing an al- 
bum last year, The Killers 
are preparing another one 
next month. 

“Pressure Machine” their 
band’s seventh studio al- 
bum is available Aug. 
13. Promotional material 
calls it “The killers’ most re- 
strained and resonant al- 


bum yet.” 
The album was co-pro- 
duced by the band, 


shawn Everett, and Jona- 
than Rado, all of whom 
worked together on The 
Killers’ album “Imploding 
the Mirage,” released last 
year.) 





By DOUG FERGUSON 

AP Golf Writer 

Bobby Jones and Jack 
Nicklaus. Tiger Woods and 
Jordan Spieth. 

Add another name with 
whom Collin Morikawa_ is 
now linked by his remark- 
able run through the majors 
in a span of 343 days. This 
one is a little out of left field, 
but if soeaks to how much 
Morikawa has achieved in 
his short time on the PGA 
Tour. 

He will be the first player 
since Andy North in 1985 
to make his debut in the 
Ryder Cup having already 
won two Majors. 

It was different back then, 
of course. Tour players had 
to serve an apprenticeship 
before they could even 
become PGA of America 
members and be eligible. 
North won the U.S. Open 
twice before playing in his 
first Ryder Cup. 

“| think it was three years 
before you could start get- 
ting Ryder Cup points,” 
North said Tuesday. “And 
then you had to go through 
a three-day school. We had 
to take a rules test. That’s 
why a lot of players didn’t 
play in as many Ryder Cups 
as you would think.” 
Nicklaus, for example, had 
already won seven majors 
when he played his first Ry- 


SPORTS ATS ay 21 JULY 2021 
With another major, Morikawa charting new path 





United States’ Collin Morikawa holds up the claret jug trophy as he poses for photographers on 
the 18th green after winning the British Open Golf Championship at Royal St George’s golf course 
Sandwich, England, Sunday, July 18, 2021. 


der Cup. 

“He is soecial,” North said, 
turning his thoughts back 
to Morikawa. “| was around 
him quite a bit at the PGA 
Championship because no 
one was there. He was the 
most mature, ready player 
that I've seen in long, long 
time.” There were a lot of 
obscure records that came 
along with that silver clar- 
et jug he won at Royal St. 
George's. Not since Jones 


has a player won two pro- 
fessional majors in eight 
starts or fewer. Nicklaus, 
Woods, Spieth and Rory 
Mcllroy are all on the list of 
having two majors before 
turning 25. 

Nicklaus won two of those 
when trailing after 54 holes, 
just like Morikawa. 

The numbers are equally 
impressive: A closing 64 to 
win the PGA Championship 
at Harding Park last August, 


Associated Press 


a 66 on the final day to win 
the British Open on Sunday. 
He played his last 23 holes 
of the PGA and his last 31 
holes at the Open without 
a bogey. 

And he took his own place 
in the record book as the 
first man to win two majors 
in his first time playing them. 
His calm, his polish, his poise 
would suggest Morikawa is 
never in a hurry. His record 
indicates otherwise. And his 


wisdom was evident Sat- 
urday night when he was 
asked about playing in the 
final group at a major for 
the first time. 

“I've never been in the po- 
sition all the other previous 
times,” he replied. 
Everything is new. And then 
he makes everything seem 
old hat. 

Morikawa. still thinks back 
to the dinner he had with 
Justin Thomas on the eve of 
his pro debut in June 2019. 
Thomas assured him that 
while every path is different 
some short, some longer 
talent is never denied. Mor- 
ikawa won in his sixth start. 
Winning two majors in two 
years elevates Morikawa 
to among the elite in golf, 
and he'll face even more 
attention and scrutiny next 
week at the Olympics, and 
at Whistling Straits for his first 
Ryder Cup. 

If there are lessons to be 
learned — he has proven 
to be adept at that — it’s 
to reset the goals. That's 
what he feels he failed to 
do when he won the PGA 
Championship last year. 
“I’m not going to throw ev- 
erything into the trash and 
just say, ‘OK, we're a com- 
pletely different person.’ 
But goals have to change,” 
Morikawa said. “| didn’t do 
that last year.” LJ 


Joshua defending heavyweight titles vs Usyk in September 


LONDON (AP) — Anthony 
Joshua will defend his WBA, 
IBF and WBO heavyweight 
titles against former undis- 
outed world cruiserweight 


champion Oleksandr Usyk 


at Tottenham Hotspur Sta- 
dium on Sept. 25. 

The fight pits two 2012 Lon- 
don Olympic gold medal- 
lists against each other: 
Joshua topped the po- 
dium in the super-heavy- 


weight division and Usyk 


reigned supreme in the 
heavyweight bracket. 

“We are two Olympic 
gold medallists who have 
fought our way to the top 
and never avoided chal- 
lenges,” Joshua said in a 
statement on Tuesday. 
“The stadium is exception- 
al, the atmosphere will be 
electric, I'm honored to be 


the first person to fight in 
such an awe inspiring ven- 
Ue. | am ready fo handle 
business.” 

The mandatory WBO title 






In this Saturday, Dec. 12, 2020 file photo, World Heavyweight 


fight fills a vacancy after 
Joshua's all-British block- 
buster against Tyson Fury 
in Saudi Arabia in August 
was scuppered when a 


boxing champion Britain’s Anthony Joshua celebrates after 
beating challenger Bulgaria’s Kubrat Pulev to win their 
Heavyweight title fight at Wembley Arena in London. 


Associated Press 


United States arbitrator or- 
dered the WBC champion 
to take on Deontay Wilder 
again. That contest is in 
October. 

Renowned for his nimble 
footwork, exemplary hand 
soeed and head move- 
ment, Usyk collected all 
four major world belts at 
cruiserweight and has won 
all 18 of his professional 
contests, 13 of them inside 
the distance. 

Having had just two fights 
iN boxing’s blue riband di- 
vision since stepping up, 
there remains _ lingering 
questions about the Ukrai- 
nian’s punch resistance 
and his ability to trouble 
the top heavyweights 
with his power. Usyk is also 
34, three years older than 
Joshua. 


Usyk’s most recent bout 
was a points decision win 
over Joshua’s compatriot, 
Derek Chisora, last Octo- 
ber. 

Joshua (24-1, 22 KO) was 
scheduled to fight Kubrat 
Pulev at Spurs’ home sta- 
dium in June last year but 
the coronavirus pandem- 
ic led to the contest be- 
ing switched to Wembley 
Arena in December, when 
the Briton retained his titles 
with a ninth-round knock- 
out victory. 

There were 1,000 _ fans 
granted access to fnat 
fight, the last time Josh- 
ua was in action, but his 
Matchroom promoter _ is 
gearing up to welcome 
60,000 spectators at the 
62,850-capacity outdoor 
stadium.) 
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Tom Brady, champion Buccaneers visit Biden at White House 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Sports Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tom 
Brady embraced his _in- 
ner comedian to deliver 
jokes at old friend Donald 
Trump's expense — Tues- 
day when he and the Sv- 
per Bowl-winning Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers visited 
President Joe Biden at the 
White House, the first visit by 
the reigning NFL champl- 
ons since 2017. 

The seven-time Super Bowl 
champion who once was 
gifted a “Make America 
Great Again” hat from 
Trump that he displayed in 
his locker at Gillette Stadi- 
Um compared those back- 
ing Trump’s false  asser- 
tion that he won the 2020 
election to people who 
couldn't believe the under- 
dog Buccaneers beat the 
Kansas City Chiefs. 

“Not a lot of people think 
that we could have won, 
and in fact | think about 
40% of the people still don’t 
think we won,” Brady said. 
“You understand that, Mr. 
President?” 

“| understand that,” Biden 
responded. 

Brady also played. off 
Trump’s derisive “Sleepy 
Joe” nickname for Biden 
when talking about a time 
he forgot what down it was. 
“| lost track of one down 
in 21 years of playing, and 
they started calling me 
‘Sleepy Tom,’” Brady said 
with a grin. “Why would 
they do that to me¢” 

It was Brady’s first visit since 
2005 with the New England 
Patriots when George W. 
Bush was in office. Brady 
has won the Super Bowl 
during four different admin- 
istrations but skipped visits 
by the Patriots in 2015 with 





holding a jersey during a ceremony on the South Lawn of the White House, in Washington, Tuesday, 
July 20, 2021, where Biden honored the Super Bowl Champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers for their 
Super Bowl LV victory. 


Barack Obama and 2017 
with Trump. The Patriots as 
a team chose not to af- 
tend after winning in 2019. 

Brady was front and cen- 
ter this time, one of 42 Bucs 
players accompanying 
Biden, coach Bruce Arians 
and owner Bryan Glazer 
to the ceremony, which 
included more than just 
his jokes. There was some 
pointed = political com- 
mentary from Arians and a 
push from the president for 
players to get vaccinated 
against the coronavirus if 
they hadn't already. 

Arians quickly shifted from 
extolling his Buccaneers’ 
guiding principles of “trust, 
loyalty, and respect” that 
focused the team on “one 
team, one cause” to taking 
an indirect dig at Republi- 
can lawmakers on Capitol 
Hill who have opposed el- 


ements of the president’s 
agenda. Biden was pre- 
sented with the tradition- 
al giff of a No. 46 jersey 
— which Glazer said was 
appropriate since Tampa 
Bay is heading into its 46th 
season as a franchise. With 
the sun beating down in 
the late morning, Biden 
told players to take their 
suit jackets off following a 
group picture, but those 
in attendance next to the 
Lombardi Trophy didn’t 
mind. “| know the guys re- 
ally, really enjoyed it, even 
with the heat,” said Arians, 
who's eager for the Buc- 
caneers to get their Super 
Bowl rings Thursday and 
move on to next season 
with training camp open- 
ing next week. “I just told 
them it’s another work day. 
We got to get a workout in 
today, so standing in the 
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SUN'S GQ good one.” 

Before baking in the sun, 
players Donovan Smith 
and Bradley Pinion from the 
team's social justice com- 
mittee met with Vice Presi- 
dent Kamala Harris to talk 
about voting rights, a sub- 
ject the Buccaneers have 
prioritized. 

“It feels like if gives us valid- 
ity or the weight of some of 
the stuff that we were do- 
ing in Tampa, especially 
aground voting and getting 
people to vote,” offensive 
lineman Ali Marpet said af- 
ter the ceremony. “As an 
organization we're really 
trying to be leaders in (that 
area), and that was a big 
point of emphasis for her.” 
Talking about how nearly 
200,000 vaccine doses 
were given out aft Ray- 
mond James Stadium — 
the Buccaneers’ home 


in 1 BYANA 





and where they won the 
Super Bowl — Biden turned 
to dozens of players behind 
him and said: “lf you don’t 
have a shot, get one, OK? 
Get one, get one, get one. 
You're saving lives, helping 
Us get back to our lives and 
our loved ones.” 

Biden also lauded NFL ef- 
forts fo promote COVID-19 
vaccinations. 

White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki did not directly 
answer when asked if the 
Buccaneers provided infor- 
mation on which team at- 
tendees were vaccinated. 
Over half of their traveling 
party of players coached 
and staff has been fully 
vaccinated, and while 10 
NFL teams as of Friday had 
reached the 85% threshold 
it's Unclear if Tampa Bay 
was one of them. 

Biden in his prepared re- 
marks singled out receiver 
Chris Godwin, like himself 
Pennsylvania-born and 
Delaware-raised, who he 
sooke with before the Su- 
per Bowl. 

“| wasn't expecting it, so It 
definitely took me by sur- 
prise,” Godwin said after- 
ward. “He gave me a call 
the day before the Super 
Bowl, and | was shocked 
then. We chatted, had a 
five-, 10-minute talk, talked 
about Delaware a little bit 
and he wished me good 
luck. That was an honor 
for me. Then he was kind 
enough to send me a letter 
afterwards congratulating 
me on the win and con- 
gratulating the team.” 

As the oldest person to 
become president, Biden 
compared himself to Brady 
being the oldest quarter- 
back and Arians the oldest 
coach to win it all.L} 


NCAA hit hard by pandemic, spent $68 million on legal fees 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 


early in 2020. 


The media rights loss for the 


to an accrual of $34.8 million related to the 


AP College Sports Writer 

The NCAA spent nearly $68 million on legal ser- 
vices during the 2019-20 fiscal year even as it 
lost hundreds of millions in revenue in the pan- 
demic, according to tax documents released 
Monday. 

Revenue was down more than 50% over the 
orevious year, from more than $1.1 billion to 
just over $520 million, mostly because the lu- 
crative college basketball tournaments were 
canceled as the coronavirus hit the U.S. hard 


men’s tourney alone was $702 million, the 
NCAA said. 

Championship revenue was down $162 million 
due to the cancellation of winter and spring 
title events, though the NCAA said the blow 
was offset fo some extent since expenses for 
those dropped by $119 million. 

Saying It “continues fo defend Its mission and 
core values,” the NCAA also listed its legal ex- 
penses for 2019-20 at $67.7 million, more than 
double the $33 million the previous year “due 


Alston case.” 

Last month, the Supreme Court ruled against 
the NCAA in that case, upholding a lower 
court's ruling in an antitrust case. The 9-0 deci- 
sion means the NCAA cannot cap compen- 
sation schools provide to athletes for educa- 
tional benefits. 

The 990 tax form, which the NCAA is required 
to fille as a tax exempt organization, also 
showed President Mark Emmert’s compensa- 
tion for the fiscal year at over $2.8 million.) 


